AND THERE CAME A DAY UNLIKE ANY OTHER, WHEN EARTH'S MIGHTIEST HEROES DECIDED 
TO TAKE SOME TIME OFF AND WERE REPLACED WITH A GROUP OF UNTESTED, UNTRIED 
NEW RECRUITS: HAWKEYE, QUICKSILVER AND SCARLET WITCH. CAPTAIN AMERICA WAS 
TASKED WITH TURNING THE MEMBERS OF THIS RAGTAG TEAM INTO AVENGERS--A TASK 

MADE EASIER BY THE DISCOVERY OF CRESSIDA, A WOMAN WITH THE ABILITY TO 
ENHANCE THE TEAM'S POWERS. 


BUT THAT STORY, AND CRESSIDA'’S DARK SECRET, WERE NEVER REVEALED...UNTIL NOW. 
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Dear Stan and Don, 
AVENGERS #17 was only #9 this month in the order 
of my idea of how good all your issues were. The reason 
was mainly because you’ve completely changed the per- 
sonalities of Wanda, Pietro and Hawkeye (what’s his real 
name?). Last month I thought the Avengers were more 
unique, but they’re not. They are still making corny Iron 
Man-type wisecracks. But, believe it or not, I like the new 
Avengers better than the old! I think you should form a 
new group—all girls, too! You could introduce them in 
another mag. When are Spidey, Dr. Strange, or Daredevil 
going to join the Avengers, if ever?? 
Doug Jones, 3 Brookwood St. 
East Orange, N. J. 


Your guess is as good as ours, Doug—in fact, its prob- 
ably better! As for ol’ Arrow-head’s real name, we don’t 
remember ever mentioning it, so we'll generously 
award a portable, solid state, decorator approved no- 
prize to the frantic fan who comes up with the best 
monicker for him! Okay? 

Dear Stan and Don, 

I’ve just finished AVENGERS #17 and I’m going to 
react. The story was not the type I would expect from 
Marvel. The Scarlet Witch tends to cramp the others’ styles, 
because she can do anything and everything the others 
can’t do. Wanda’s hex powers can end a battle before it 
even starts. I think you should drop Wanda—if that’s pos- 
sible without losing Quicksilver. You should leave the Hulk 
out, but try bringing back Wonder Man. You should try 
a battle with Namor. I won't say “keep up the good work” 
as I have before, because the best thing to say is “step up 
the good work!” David Funnell, 3926 New York Ave. 

Fair Oaks, Calif. 

We can’t bring Wonder Man back—but we did the next 
best thing, Davey—we gave you Power Man! We hope 
you like him, because we’re running out of names that 
end in “man”! As for dropping Wanda, that’s not up 
to us! It depends on the volume of mail we receive in 
answer to your unexpected suggestion. But, we’re will- 
ing to guess that you'll be heavily out-voted! (By the 
beauty-lovin’ gang in the bullpen, anyway! 


SY 


—By now, practically all of you are mirthful Merry 
Marchers, all resplendent in your colorful Marvel T-shirts 
and writing up a storm with your swingin’ Marvel sta- 
tionery! But, if you've been wondering what little good- 
ies we're gonna come up with for you next, be of stout 
heart! We’re working on a zillion new gimmicks, and as 
soon as we get them ironed out, you'll see that the 
House of Ideas hasn’t lost its Marvel-ous touch! (Imag- 
ine what we’d say if we were the boastful type!) 


Dear Stan and Don, 

You have recently made one change which I would like 
to see changed back, namely the apparent retirement of 
Giant Man and the Wasp. Their series, despite its handi- 
cap of shorter page lengths, was one of my favorites. The 
relationship between Giant Man and the Wasp was unique, 
giving the whole series a lively and very entertainin: 
flavor. Please try to find a spot for them—they were Gaal 


RUSH YOUR COMMENTS TO: MHEROES@MARVEL.COM MARKED OKAY TO PRINT”! 


in the Avengers, but they were much better on their own. 
Incidentally, speaking of the Avengers, here is another 
series which has made changes, and I think good ones. 
Captain America has always been very effective in the 
Avengers, much more so than in his own series, and if 
there was to be only one holdover in a new Avengers, 
he was the perfect choice. Also, I was glad to see the re- 
habilitation of Quicksilver and the Scarlet Witch while 
Hawkeye also seems promising. I even noticed a hint of 
romantic feeling for Captain America by the Scarlet Witch. 
This might be a good item to develop along with friendly 
rivalry among the other members with Wanda as the usual 
peacemaker when one is required. However, Captain 
America should always remain the official leader. 

C. H. Cooke, Jr., 426 Huron Ave. 

Cambridge, Mass. 
We kinda think so too, Cookey—but try telling that tu 
Hawkeye! As for High-Pockets and jaunty Jan—all 
we can say at this time is that they’re still very much 
alive and kicking, and as soon as we can find the proper 
vehicle for them—and the right time to re-introduce 
them—look out! 


THE MIGHTY MARVEL CHECKLIST 
A Line-Up Of Some Of The Marvel-ous Mags On Sale Right Now! 


FANTASTIC FOUR #44: The one you've been waiting for! 
The first tale ever told of the F.F. after Reed and Sue are 
married! With a brand-new super-villain, all-new problems, 
and the return of—aw, why say more? It’s the greatest yet! 
SPIDER-MAN #30: You'll get a kick out of this one! It’s 
another action-packed cops ‘n robbers tale, featuring a larcen- 
ous low-life named The Cat—and a web-spinnin’ wonder named 
Spidey! What more can you want? 

X-MEN #13: Of all the super-villains since time immemorial, 
possibly none have ever equalled the Juggernaut in sheer 
power or stark savagery! And now, he faces the seemingly 
helpless X-men! 

DAREDEVIL #10: A real collector's item! On a dare, Stan 
let Wally Wood write this one, and it’s the most off-beat mys- 
tery in years! Wait'll you see the far-out super-villains and 
the panicky plot twists! Sure to be talked-about everywhere! 
THOR #121: Possibly the greatest action scenes of alll You'll 
never forget the staggering battle between Thor and the Ab- 
sorbing Man! It’s King Kirby at his powerful best, revealing 
all the power and majesty of the God of Thunder! 
STRANGE TALES #138: We don’t want to say too much 
about Nick Fury, Agent of Shield, because this mag has been 
selling so fast that we can’t print enough copies each month! 
So, we'll tell you that the Dr. Strange yarn is entitled: ‘If 
Eternity Should Fail!’’—and it‘ll STILL sell-out! 


SUSPENSE #71: You must not miss Iron Man‘s greatest 
triumph! It’s the most heart-warming, satisfying conclusion 
we've ever presented! As for Captain America, George Tuska’s 
artwork will leave you breathless! We kid you not! 
ASTONISH #73: Who says lightning doesn’t strike twice? 
The Sub-Mariner has become as big a hit as Agent of Shield! 
And wait‘ll you see what happens to poor Dorma in this ish! 
As for the Hulk, if sending him to another planet doesn’t whet 
your appetite, we give up! 

SGT. FURY #23: Another Marvel first! Fury fights in Burma 
—while you learn the secret of Percy Pinkerton’s past for the 
first time! (And you'll never forget the gentle, courageous 
Sister Theresa!) An unusually powerful epic! 


Dear Stan and Don, 

You’ve probably made the worst mistake in magazine 
history. I refer to the credits panel of AVENGERS #18 
where you said that it was “stoically read by (me).” Well, 
I sat down to stoically read it, and by page 14, where the 
Avengers met the Commissar, I had to send out for an 
oxygen tent, Man, such excitement, such action, such— 


such—my vocabulary is inadequate to describe it! Some 
little touches really made AVENGERS #18 my favorite 
mag ever—the personality development of Pietro and 
Wanda, the slight change in the Scarlet Witch’s costume, 
Captain America’s frustration (unusual in a comic book 
hero), Quicksilver’s quip in the last panel, and, finally, that 
look at Hawkeye sans helmet. Boy, I wish I were that 
handsome! John Taylor, 3037 Getty 
Kansas City, Kansas 


As far as we’re concerned, Johnny, nobody is hand- 
somer than the living dolls who plunk down 12¢ for 
one of our minor masterpieces! Besides, who wouldn’t 
look handsome when drawn by Dashing Donnie Heck! 


Dear Stan and Don, 

Well, that impeccable paragon of perfection, Mighty 
Marvel, has done it again! I’m referring to AVENGERS 
#17 and the first action story featuring the “new” Avengers. 
I was extremely glad to see a normal sized female super- 
character in action. The Scarlet Witch’s costume is sottect, 
especially that unique headpiece! The amazing Quicksilver 
has an unusual appearance—white hair even! And, as a 
matter of fact, his sister’s hair is an unusual color also... 
dark gray! I believe I have uncovered another Marvel 
“first,” namely the fact that both the Scarlet Witch and 
Quicksilver come from Europe. Many mags feature super- 
villains from other countries, but now Marvel has intro- 
duced foreign super-heroes. Jimmy Morton, 709 13th St. 

Pascagoula, Miss. 
There’s a method to our madness, Jim. If ever we want 
to get rid of them, we can have ’em deported for pass- 
port violations! 


—We’ve mentioned it so often, we just can’t go into 
detail about it again, but we do want to remind you 
that all our adorable ANNUALS are now on sale! They 
include: The frankly fabulous FANTASTIC FOUR AN- 
NUAL blockbuster—the SPIDER-MAN ANNUAL knockout 
—the THOR ANNUAL epic—the SGT. FURY ANNUAL 
ring-a-ding-aroo—and the MARVEL TALES ANNUAL lol- 
lapalooza! We won't mention the MILLIE THE MODEL 
ANNUAL, because we don’t think you'll be too inter- 
ested! (Who says we can’t write with restraint!) 


Dear Stan and Don, 

I have stopped in the middle of your letters page to 
write my first letter to any magazine. I, too, like to hear 
other people’s opinions. Many have good suggestions and 
good complaints. But (which is why I am writing to you) 
it is so childish for any one to threaten not to buy your 
magazines because you did—or didn’t—do—or don’t—. Any- 
way, there are some stories we may feel you could have 
done better with, but other readers may feel they are great. 
So instead of rushing a complaining letter to you, which 
would really get us nowhere, we forget it and start fresh 
with the next issue. In my opinion, you do a fine job. Put- 
ing out so many magazines in a limited amount of time 
and yet not having a banged-up mess deserves only ap- 

reciative readers. A better job couldn’t be done if you 
Fedicatcd your time and skill to just one magazine, I just 
wanted to let you know there is someone else who appre- 
ciates those who try to satisfy everyone at least 90% of 
the time. We are satisfied 98% of the time. 
Sandy Guillot c/o SP5 M. H. Guillot, Intel. Div. 
Hq. USAREUR, APO 403, New York, N. Y. 


Sandy, ol’ boy, you made a couple of ex-G.I.’s feel like 
a million bucks with your flattering letter! We won’t 
pretend we didn’t enjoy it. (Now, if we could only get 
our boss, Merry Marty Goodman, to read it—!) 
Dear Stan and Don, 

Wow! AVENGERS #17 was excellent. You really outdid 
yourselves in this issue. I must compliment Don on his 
great art, and good old Stan on a wonderful story. Dick’s 
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Hi Gang! Let's face it, I’m a Marvel Mad- 
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M.M.M.S. MARVEL COMICS GROUP Name 
Address. 


man too! Here’s my hard earned buck! Rush City 


inking was excellent, and Sam did an outstanding job on 
the lettering. The result of all this fine work has resulted 
in one of Marvel’s greatest achievements since the “Marvel 
Age” has started. Whoever did the cover of #17 certainly 
deserves a round of applause, because it happens to be 
one of the most action-packed covers ever done by you or 
any one else! Now I will give a brief summary on the 
characters, starting with Captain America. His role was 
excellent as a leader and I think he should keep this posi- 
tion until the New Avengers are better established be- 
cause he has had the most experience in battle. Hawkeye’s 
role was also superb, but his disposition is something which 
may bring trouble among the Avengers, so let’s not make 
him too swellheaded. I know he’s still young at crime- 
fighting and hasn’t taken orders from anyone, but he 
should start to, and as soon as possible. Quicksilver’s role 
was marvelous, and I know the Avengers won't have any 
trouble with him, because he was glad to be needed and 
not thought of as just a mutant. Scarlet Witch’s role was 
bewitching and she aided the Avengers at their most 
crucial moments, but she wasn’t given enough action (I 
think), otherwise she was WANDAful! Their baptism of 
fire was magnificent—I could go on praising this mag, but 
I have to stop somewhere, so here goes! ' Bye. 

John Dennis, 805 N. 10 St. 

Reading, Pa. 
WANDAful, eh, John? Pretty clever! Poor Stan is 
running around in circles now, trying to top you— 
but what can a fella do with a name like Pietro? 


Dear Stan and Don, 

I have mixed reactions re: your lineup change in the 
Avengers. I’m glad to see that Hawkeye, Quicksilver and 
the Scarlet Witch have reformed and joined the group, 
though naturally I’m a little saddened by the departure 
of Iron Man, Thor, Giant-Man and the Wasp. But what 
I don't like is that, despite a couple of sentences to the 
contrary, the changeover seems a permanent one. I would 
rather that you hal a kind of rotating system or, at least, 
frequent guest-starring roles by the now departed heroes. 
It is interesting to note that the Avengers are not now 
a group of already established characters joined together, 
as they originally were, but a squad of basically new 
heroes who had no strip of their own before they joined. 
Dick’s artwork was excellent on this issue but I’m looking 
forward to Don Heck’s return next issue. I must congrat- 
ulate you on this month’s Marvel covers. You cut out all 
the unnecessary, downgrading, blaring captions, leaving 
just the title of the story (or stories). This left plenty of 
room for more cover action. They were all beautiful, es- 
pecially STRANGE TALES. Please follow this policy in 
the future. Mike Friedrich, 17474 Ehle St. 

Castro Valley, Calif. 94546 


Yes sir! Yes sir! Of course, sir! As for our change 
being permanent, we’re surprised at you, Mike! 
Haven’t you realized yet that nothing’s permanent 
here in our batty bullpen except the fact that we 
never know what’s gonna happen next? The only thing 
you can be positive of is that Millie the Model won’t 
join the Avengers’ roster! (Although, now that we 
think of iti—hmmmnm .. .) 


—Needless to say, you'll be seeing more of Power-Man 
next ish (and how!), as well as all our other cavortin’ 
characters. Can the Avengers find a way to redeem them- 
selves? Can they strike back against almost insurmount- 
able odds? Can they wrest victory from the ashes of de- 
feat? Can they? Just you watch! Keep your 12¢ in a safe 
place, friend, because when the dulcet strains of AVENG- 
ERS, ASSEMBLE ring out thru the land, we want you 
to join the ranks, hear? So, till then, keep well, keep 
happy, and keep away from the Enchantress! Power Man 
saw her first! 
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